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FUNDING SUCCESS FOR KINGSTON’S

INTERNATIONAL YOUTH ARTS FESTIVAL

The International Youth Arts Festival recently received a resounding vote of confidence from Arts Council England. Despite incredibly stiff competition for funding, IYAF secured a grant for £20,000 which will be used to support a range of arts activities during this year’s 10 day festival. Four times larger than in its first year, the festival will run from 2-11 July with some 100 events planned across 9 different venues in the borough.

A delighted Aniela Zaba, IYAF Festival Director said; “This is fantastic news and it has given us a big boost before the festival, knowing that Arts Council England is supporting us in this way. Securing funding is always a competitive business, especially when you are launching such a new and ambitious programme, so this is hugely important to us.  I’m also really pleased for all the young people involved in the festival because this is a real vote of confidence for them and all their hard work. The grant will ensure we can bring some of the best arts practitioners in the country, such as Kinetika and Swamp Circus, to work with young people here in Kingston and to mentor the ever increasing number of emerging companies IYAF is supporting.”
The ACE money will be used primarily to create spectacular events for the beginning and end of the festival. A carnival arts projects with world renowned artists Kinetika will see some 200 young people learning music, dance and costume-making skills in preparation for the opening weekend of the festival. The funding will also support a closing participatory circus performance on the 11 July on the Fairfield Park. Young people will be joining forces with local emerging circus company,
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Circus Suburbia and the oldest contemporary circus company in England, Swamp Circus, to create a thrilling finale to the festival.
The festival has worked hard during the past twelve months to secure its future by arranging fundraisers at the Rose Theatre with the likes of Rick Astley and The Luddites , folk-singer Martha Tilston and local band, The Reptiles, as well as events at The Lamb pub in Surbiton. Approaches were also made to Kingston-based businesses resulting in HSBC stepping forward as a major sponsor of the festival, along with John Lewis.  Andrew Layton, John Lewis Kingston Operations Manager, says: 

 “John Lewis Kingston is always keen to get involved in local community projects and the International Youth Arts Festival provides a fantastic opportunity to showcase the work of talented young people, across a range of diverse forms of art-forms.”
 Other organisations have also donated time and money to the festival including; Kingston Arts Council, Global Arts, the Borough, Kingston University, the Rose Theatre, Kingston College and Time and Leisure magazine. Richard Gimblett, HSBC’s Commercial Director, also thinks the future looks bright for the festival.

“After supporting the wonderful gala performance of Pendragon in 2009, HSBC was delighted to increase its support of the festival in 2010.  We believe this is a fantastic festival with huge possibilities to grow into a world class cultural event in future years.  We are delighted to lend our support in 2010 and look forward to our guests watching some high calibre performances around Kingston during the festival.”
To paraphrase Churchill, Robin Hutchinson, Chair of IYAF believes that it is the festival’s ability to bring together all these different partners that has enabled them to achieve so much, with so little, in such as short period of time:

“The International Youth Arts Festival has captured the interest and energy of the whole community. Witnessing the talent and passion that our young people display has brought the business community, Council, University, College and other voluntary organisations together. To have achieved all this in barely eighteen months is astonishing and we are extremely grateful to everyone who has supported our vision. The Festival will have a big impact on the town but of more importance is the lasting impact it will have on those who are taking part." 
Another notable success for the festival has been to secure HRH The Earl of Wessex as President of the Festival. As well as attending a gala performance of Pendragon at the Rose Theatre last July, where he met the young cast, Prince Edward was more recently the guest of honour at a lunchtime 
event on 26 April at the Rose Theatre Studio. The Prince met sponsors and supporters of the Festival and enjoyed some of the artistic ‘work in progress’ including a series of monologues by Bounce Theatre, a beautiful duet featuring singer-songwriter Little Sister Blue and a short dance performance by Bode Lawal from Sakoba Dance.

Programmes for the International Youth Arts Festival are available from the Rose Theatre, schools, libraries and other venues in the borough or visit www.iyafestival.org.uk
Tickets are now on sale from the Rose Box office 0871 230 1552 www.seetickets.com or www.iyafestival.org.uk

To book press tickets or for more information please contact:

Phil Hetherington, Development Manager, IYAF, Tel: 020 7778 5510 phil@iyafestival.org.uk or phil.hetherington@bt.com (please contact Phil for press guest tickets)

Aniela Zaba, Festival Director, IYAF, Tel: 020 8547 6909. Email: aniela@iyafestival.org.uk
Kathryn Woodvine, Arts Manager, Royal Borough of Kingston, Tel: 020 8547 5409. Email: kathryn.woodvine@rbk.kingston.gov.uk
