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Creative Youth Flourishes Through Funding Success!
Creative Youth, the charity which organises the annual International Youth Arts Festival in Kingston Upon Thames, has received a resounding vote of confidence in its work and will now be organising a number of new projects thanks to successful grant applications despite incredibly stiff competition for funding.
Vote of Confidence from the Foyle Foundation and Arts Council England 
 A grant of £15,000 has been secured from the Foyle Foundation towards The International Youth Arts Festival (IYAF) Creative Talent programme which will support the development of five young emerging arts organisations from 2011 through to 2012 as part of our new artists-in-residence initiative.  Each organisation has been identified by Creative Youth as having the potential to become excellent creative practitioners. The programme will provide them with artistic, business and strategic mentoring. In addition to supporting three new organisations (Smoking Apples, Dumbshow and Pants on Fire), the programme will provide ongoing support to two local organisations it has been working with since 2009. Our Friends Records will receive mentoring and support from Internationally renowned festival programmers Continental Drifts and Circus Suburbia will be funded to develop their own professional touring circus show to help them secure financial stability in the future.
Liam and Miles from Our Friends Records said:   “IYAF has worked closely with OFR, playing a large part in developing our company from a small-time hobby into a larger scale venture. This investment from Creative Youth is helping us to grow into an organization that will develop our  work of providing essential artistic opportunities for Kingston’s youth.”
 Katie Hardwick from Circus Suburbia said: “Thanks to Creative Youth’s International Youth Arts Festival we have learned a great deal about the industry we work in and have grown a huge amount in the last year. Learning from last year, we are working on this year’s project and look forward to sharing contemporary circus with an even bigger audience and an even larger number of participants at IYAF 2011.” 
A further grant of £30,000 has just been confirmed from Arts Council England (ACE) for the Creative Youth ‘New Visions’ programme which will dramatically increase IYAF’s visual arts offer during 2011 and 2012. The programme will enable IYAF to engage many young people locally to work with high profile artists on groundbreaking art installation projects. These include creating a series of dramatic flags and banners to adorn the town; building a huge Glastonburyesque sculpture and preparing for a huge multi-site arts exhibition which will culminate in 2012. 
The establishment and growth of the organisation has been made further possible thanks to ongoing support from Kingston Council, which has confirmed support through a Strategic Grant. Contributions from Kingston University and Kingston College plus important partnerships with major businesses, notably BT, HSBC, John Lewis Kingston, Kingston First, Air Charter Service and Canadian and Portland have consolidated this support.
A delighted Aniela Zaba, IYAF Festival Director said:- “The recent funding successes Creative Youth has had is a fantastic confirmation that the work we are doing with young people in Kingston and its neighbouring boroughs really is unique and of immense value.  I am delighted that the Creative Talent programme will allow us to extend our mentoring scheme to these incredible young arts organisations. We can’t wait to see how they will grow with this funding now in place.  The grant from Arts Council England will benefit hundreds of young people in the borough and will give them the opportunity to work with some of the most groundbreaking artists in the country.  These really are very exciting times for Creative Youth, for Kingston and this area of London as a whole.”    

The 2011 Festival will run from 1st – 18th July 2011, it will showcase the highest quality in a diverse range of youth arts, including theatre, dance, music, visual arts, comedy, circus, carnival and film, selected from Kingston, the UK and Worldwide. Full information will be published shortly.
PRESS CONTACTS
For further details and information on Creative Youth and the International Youth Arts Festival visit www.iyafestival.org.uk or contact:
Phil Hetherington, Development Manager, Creative Youth, Tel: 020 7778 5510 phil@iyafestival.org.uk  

Aniela Zaba, Artistic Director, Creative Youth, Tel: 07900 520 781. Email: aniela@iyafestival.org.uk
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