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Kingston’s International Youth Arts Festival builds on 2009 success
2-11 July, 2010

In a few weeks time the International Youth Arts Festival will take Kingston by storm – with an impressive array of indoor and outdoor events that will see just about every art-form showcased in the second year of the festival.  Supported by £20K of Arts Council England funding, this year’s programme will see over 100 events taking place across 9 venues in Kingston from 2 to 11 July. Organised by Aniela Zaba, one of the youngest  Festival Director’s in the country, alongside a growing group of talented young people, the wide-ranging programme includes visual art exhibitions, gospel concerts, band nights, dance shows and orchestras and theatre of the highest calibre selected from Kingston, the UK and Europe.
As Aniela is quick to point out, “many young people involved in the festival will not only be performing, but managing, promoting and organising the events themselves. I am particularly proud of all these young people who have worked tirelessly to make the festival a huge success – right down to the printed material which has been designed by two superbly talented 2nd year Graphic Design students at Kingston University.” 
The Festival opens on Friday 2 July with a spectacular concert at the Rose Theatre featuring some of the best choirs, singers, musicians and dancers from many different dance and music genres. Meanwhile the streets of Kingston will be animated by circus performers, carnival processions, live theatre, music, dance and poetry in the Market Place and the Fairfield Park, with a live performance stage located in the Market Place during the two festival weekends. With young companies promoting their shows on the streets to potential punters, the festival should bring a flavour of Edinburgh to Kingston!
Robin Hutchinson, Chair of IYAF believes that the young festival will grow into a major cultural event: “as activities build in the countdown to 2012, the International Youth Arts Festival is not just a key strand of the borough’s Cultural Strategy, but one of the borough’s Olympiad legacy projects. Last year over 600 young people participated in the Festival as performers and organisers.  In this second year the festival is four times larger and many young people are already seizing opportunities to use venues in Kingston to programme their own events.” 

Some activities now take place throughout the year such as monthly SKIVE band nights, organised by a group of music graduates who have set up their own record label.
“IYAF has worked closely with Our Friends Records, playing a large part in developing our company from a small time hobby into a much larger scale venture. By donating their time and money to our cause, IYAF has helped us to grow into an organisation which will continue to provide essential artistic opportunities for Kingston’s youth.” Miles, Liam & Tim, Our Friends Records.
A wide-ranging programme of workshops, will offer young people the opportunity to work with many fantastic practitioners in performance poetry, film-making, music production, combat swordplay, photography, street arts and circus skills.
The festival has worked hard during the past twelve months to secure its future by arranging fundraisers at the Rose Theatre with the likes of Rick Astley and The Luddites , folk-singer Martha Tilston and local band, The Reptiles, as well as events at The Lamb pub in Surbiton. Approaches were also made to Kingston-based businesses resulting in HSBC stepping forward as a major sponsor of the festival, along with John Lewis Kingston.
“After supporting the wonderful gala performance of Pendragon in 2009, HSBC was delighted to increase its support of the festival in 2010.  We believe this is a fantastic festival with huge possibilities to grow into a world class cultural event in future years.  We are delighted to lend our support in 2010 and look forward to our guests watching some high calibre performances around Kingston in during the festival,” says Richard Gimblett, HSBC’s Commercial Director.
To view the full programme visit www.iyafestival.org.uk or www.rosetheatrekingston.org
Tickets from the Rose Box office 0871 230 1552 www.seetickets.com or www.iyafestival.org.uk
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