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KINGSTON-UPON-THAMES

FRIDAY 2nd – SUNDAY 11TH JULY

www.iyafestival.org.uk 
Launched to tremendous public response last year, Kingston’s International Youth Arts Festival 2010 is set to be even bigger, brighter and bolder than last year’s with over 100 events scheduled to run between Friday 2nd and Sunday 11th July.  Showcasing the very best in youth arts including theatre, dance, music, visual arts, comedy, circus, carnival and film, the IYAF will stage events across the Borough of Kingston including the innovative Rose Theatre; the recently restored Victorian Kingston Museum; the 12th century All Saints Church and The Arthur Cotterell Theatre while outdoor events, performances and workshops will take place in spaces, squares and gardens.
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Funded by, among others, Arts Council England, Kingston University, Royal Borough of Kingston and sponsored by HSBC and the John Lewis Partnership, the Festival will present spectacular opening and closing events with a packed diary in between.  Raise The Roof opens the festival at the Rose Theatre on Friday July 2nd with a massive concert featuring dancers, choirs, singers and musicians from all over the UK including the renowned Tiffin Boys’ Choir (pictured left) which, since its foundation in 1957, has been one of the few state school choirs to have been continually at the forefront of the choral music scene in Britain.

Tiffin Boys’ Choir  

Raise The Roof will also feature The Orpheus Centre, the inclusive performing arts centre founded by musician and entertainer Richard Stilgoe; Kingston University Dance choreographed by Jason Piper who has danced with Matthew Bourne’s Swan Lake and choreographed work for Christina Aguilera and Kylie Minogue; Kayo Dance, the hip hop dance school and many others.

A selection of participants from this year’s IYAF:
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                     MD Stoneleigh        The Ballard of          Srishti Yuva        Faith Child           Caryl Churchill

                   Youth Orchestra      Salomon Pavey                                                                   Playwright
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               Picnic With        Pants On Fire           Revengers        None But                

    

               The Circus                                           Tragedy            Friends             

SOME OF THIS YEAR’S HIGHLIGHTS:

July 2nd – Rose Theatre – Raise The Roof

July 2nd – Arthur Cotterell Theatre – Teenage Monologues – stories shaped by over 2,000 young people performed by Bounce Theatre

July 3rd – Rose Theatre – Are You Dancing? (Part of Big Dance) featuring 8 dance companies

July 3rd – ACT – Caucasian Chalk Circle, Child of Terror performed by Highly Sprung in collaboration with 25 young people 

July 4th – Rose Theatre – The Ballad of Salomon Pavey performed by a company of youngsters assembled by Jeremy James Taylor and Dominic Stichbury of the National Youth Music Theatre

July 4th – Market Place & Clarence Street – Carnival Catwalk with Kinetika and 200 youngsters who have been working with Kinetika learning music, dance, costume-making

July 5th – cornerHOUSE – Monday Evening Piano Concert featuring two highly gifted pianists: John Paul Ekins performing work by Schumann and Chopin and Agnieszka Pluta, currently a Masters student at the Royal College of Music

July 5th – Rose Studio – ‘Fen’ by Caryl Churchill performed by Volta, the experimental theatre company

July 6th– 9th – Rose Theatre – The Revenger’s Tragedy by the 17th century playwright Thomas Middleton performed by the young adults’ theatre company, Picklock

July 6th– 7th – Rose Studio – Play.Stop.Rewind performed by Kinetic Youth Theatre

July 6th– 10th – ACT – Metamorphosis performed by Pants on Fire

July 7th-9th Rose Theatre – ‘None But Friends’ written by Allan Swift and Bob Thomson about the Peasants’ Revolt of 1381.  On July 8th there will be a special gala performance in the presence of HRH The Earl of Wessex.

July 8th – Kingston’s Got Gospel featuring UK gospel rapper Faith Child (MOBO award winner) and the London Youth Gospel Choir

July 8th – cornerHOUSE – Outside The Box comedy special
July 8th-9th – Rose Theatre – Godspell performed by Music 4 Theatre who are based in Belfast and whose patrons include Elaine Paige and Niamh Perry. Niamh, who is currently appearing in Love Never Dies in the West End will be introducing the performance on 8th July.
July 10th – Rose Studio – Chicken! A comic look at living life in the fast lane 

July 10th – cornerHOUSE – Little Sister Blue & Friends – an evening of folk singing with Little Sister Blue and special guests

July 11th – Rose Theatre – Stoneleigh Youth Orchestra comprising two orchestras with 100 members aged 8 to 18 performing a selection of Elgar and Bizet

July 11th – Rose studio – ACT NOW performed by Cardboard Citizens.  Act Now is a programme of theatre workshops set up by CC for homeless and at-risk young people

July 11th – FESTIVAL FINALE – Fairfield Park – Picnic with the Circus 
Duration of the festival – Snap Happy international photography exhibition at the Rose

Culture Café

[image: image11.png]Festival Director, Aniela Zaba: “We at IYAF are committed to not only delivering a ten day festival showcasing the highest quality in a diverse range of youth arts, but also to nurturing, supporting and mentoring a range of young entrepreneurs and organisations.  At a time when we are all worried about cuts to the arts we are passionate about training young people to be producers, creators and innovators, teaching them business and management skills as well as performance skills.  I truly believe this will help promote the next generation of arts producers.  I am extremely proud of all the young people who have blossomed through the support of the festival and am looking forward to seeing them all in action this July!”

Aniela qualified from Rose Bruford College with a First in Stage Management and a Masters in Theatre Practice.  Her first company, Bohemian Events, specialised in carnival, walkabout puppets and celebratory community projects, and performed at Glastonbury, Bestival, The Mayors Thames Festival, and the Royal Festival Hall (“the party… and gig of 2007/2008” NME Magazine)  She has since worked as a producer, production manager and director on festivals and celebratory events nationally and internationally and is company director of The Community Brain as well as Artistic Director of the International Youth Arts Festival.   
She has a passion for large scale celebratory arts which take over buildings, streets and green fields and inspire passion, chaos and beauty for participants and audiences alike.

Chiké Okonkwo, Patron of the IYAF:
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 “I feel very lucky to have been born in Kingston Upon Thames.  I feel very much a product of my area in that I can trace a line directly from the youth arts I was a part of in the Royal Borough, to anything I’ve achieved as a professional actor since I left.  I’m proud to be part of the IYAF and look forward to the great creativity that is always the result when talent, enthusiasm and, yes, youth are combined!”

Chiké will introduce Godspell on July 9th.  Among Chiké’s many TV credits are Holby City, New Tricks, Silent Witness, Blood & Oil.

A range of ticket prices are available, and for all events anybody under 26 can buy selected tickets for £4.50.  
A Festival pass is also available this year for £80 adults / £40 U26’s.

Tickets for all venues and productions are currently available from:
 www.rosetheatrekingston.org (follow International Youth Arts Festival on left tabs)

www.seetickets.com (search for International Youth Arts Festival) or www.iyafestival.org.uk 
By calling: 0871 230 1552 or 0871 230 1552

Or in person from the Rose Theatre, 24 – 26 High Street, Kingston, KT1 1HL

For further information: 

The Works PR

Tel: 020 7940 4686

Press: Judy Lipsey TV/radio: Nick Fiveash

judy@theworkspr.com or nick@theworkspr.com  
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